
 
City Side
By Gary
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(3) Rule number 3 is that yes, you do have to do some training. All dogs benefit from this. And 
they enjoy it. Dogs, like all of us, need boundaries to be successful in our world. So train them 
and don’t give in to every one of their whims. Would you do that with your human kids? Of 
course not. But we’re talking positive training. By all means go to a positive, Certified Pet Dog 
Trainer. And bribe, bribe, bribe. That’s why probably three-quarters of a dog’s brain is devoted 
to smell and taste! Food is magic. And it works for training. You should take every aversive 
training tool, prong collar, electric collar (the worst!), and choke chain, and place them under 
your right rear car wheel and drive over them. Twice. For reactive dogs, these only make things 
worse.  For other dogs, they’re just cruel. 
 
(4) Get control of yourself, and your dog.  If you have trouble exercising control, by all means 
keep your dog on a leash. And not those retractable leashes. Put those under your back wheel, 
too. They do the opposite of what a leash is supposed to do. If you want to let your dog roam into 
every bush, driveway, neighbor’s petunia garden, other dog, and mud puddle, go right ahead.  
But when your neighbor gets mad at you, or you need to get your pup back in a hurry, you’re just 
kidding yourself if you think you can do this with the magic touch of a button.  And for heaven’s 
sake, get a harness or gentle leader if your dog becomes a whirling dervish in a neck collar. They 
make all the difference in the world.  
 
(5) And finally, be a human. Control what you can control in life. We can’t control the recession, 
the price of gas, or Congress, but we can, and have an obligation to control our dogs. That means 
don’t rush across the street to meet the fluffy schnauzers living two blocks away from you. Or 
the pit bull (they are absolute gems of dogs, but ask first before approaching any dog). In other 
words, don’t run smilingly to meet the neighbor’s dogs if you’re not sure what the neighbors 
dogs are like. Ok, better than that, assume that no dog is a bomb-proof, safe hound in a city. And 
for heaven’s sake, don’t run your dogs through a group of other dogs on leash, or kids chalking 
in a hop scotch course on the sidewalk. Cross to the other side if you can. We’ll take turns. 
 
Keep control of your dog. Just because your dog lives to meet other dogs, that doesn’t mean 
other dogs want to meet yours. Be safe. And keep your dog safe. That means good parenting, 
some common sense, boundaries, and a plastic bag. We’re lucky to have our wonderful cherry-
blossomed, maple-covered city streets in our neighborhoods to walk our best friends. Just be 
aware of your surroundings, set some boundaries, and ask first before approaching a human and 
his dog. We’re all just trying to get our pups safely walked and home before dinner, too. 
 
 
 
Gary Weitzman, DVM, is the CEO of the Washington Animal Rescue League, where there are 
dozens of positive training classes, reactive dog classes, and even free behavior advice. You can 
also hear Dr. Weitzman give advice to the animal-exasperated every Saturday at noon on 
WAMU FM 88.5 The Animal House . To reach the author, email him at gweitzman@warl.org. 


