ight-filled rooms, the soathing sounds of

rently splashung water, happy people and
plaviul animals = a tranguil image not often
associated with animal shelters, However, this
vision 15 now a reality at The Washington
Arimal Rescue League,

For the abused, abandoned, and forgotten
animals, WARL's new facility provides the
perfect atmosphere for recovery as they make
the transition from lives of hardship to being
cherished members of the tamily. Every detail
has been painstakingly designed to promote
their physical, psychological, and social well-
being. Steel-bar cages were replaced with
comfortable and attractive
doggie dens, cat condos, and

puppy pads.

“Owr vision was to create a
physical structure consistent
with our philosophy,” declares
WaKL Executive Director,

Scotlund Haisley. "Years of

research amd hard waork have

paid off in a big way for the
animals.”

Christiana can testify to
that, A Hurricane Ratrina
resciie, thie mixed terrier
lived at WARL for nearly a
vear, He was reserved and timid. He never
wanted 1o have much to do with people, at
lzast until the renovations were done. At that
point, Christiano became noticeably less
rense, his tail started wagging, and he began to
rake an active interest in visitors, He was
adopted in a matter of days.

The same thing can be said for the cats.
Mell once shied away from human contact
and was not above letting people know, in less
than subtle ways, that she'd rather be left
alene. But in her mew conda, Mell became a
different cat, content and affectionate. She
teund her new home shortly after the move.

The shelter’s desgn incorporates

s innovative health-promating features such as
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Unique innovations Enhance Animals’ Wellbeing, Facilitate
Recovery, Incredse Adoptions

Corian® cat condes (Corian does not harbos
bacteria} and individually ventilated living
spaces that prevent the spread of comman air-
borne diseases. “We have reduced the spread
af disenzes il kennel cough in dogs and upper
respiratory infections in cats by 0%, affirms
Medical Center Dvrector, D, Gary Weitzman.
“This is an incredible feat for any shelter.”

What is perhaps most remarkable about
the new design is that, at the same time it
enhances the level of care cach animal
receives, it allows for the housing of maore
animals. WARL can now provide comfortable
accommeadations for nearly 400 animals at
any given time. That's a 66% increase in the
number of cats and dogs given a new and
better life.

The new atmasphere works for adopters as
well as for the adoptess, People stay longer to
visit with the animals, and some even return
after they have adopted just 1o enjoy the
animals’ company, The shelter celebrates the
jovs and hope of animal rescus waork; it turns
visiting an animal shelter from a distressing
experience tooan uplifting cane,

Haisley hopes other shelters will soon
follow WARL's lead, using the League’s facility
as a model for sheltering the homeless, aban-
doned and forgotten: “We hawve redefined
what it means to meet the basic needs of an
animal in a shelter. There is not another
facility like this in the world, but there will be"

Fhiotor courtesy af Dipeat™ Coriear® wafid surfaces,
Phiotographern udy DavisdHD Prota.



